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I love my wife! On April 2 of this year we will celebrate 26 years of marriage! 
Can you even imagine someone putting up with me for 26 years??!!  

Anyway... My wife, the love of my life, the woman who has put up with me 
through sickness, and in health (mentally & physically), through thick and thin, 
told me the other day she wants a pair of Air Pod Pros! AIR POD PROS!!?! 

If you don’t know, Air Pod Pros are EXPENSIVE! They cost like $260.00!! 
Truth be told, I could buy her a pair of Air Pod Pros (I mean, I’ve saved up about 
$300.00 in my coin jars over the past couple of years...), but I want a new 
fishing rod and reel! The rod and reel I want cost about $270.00 (including tax). 
But here’s the thing... I can’t have the rod and reel that I want! that I saved up 
for! That I deserve! If I were to get her the Air Pod Pro’s she wants... 

This leaves me in a bit of a quagmire, a quandary, a predicament... BUT, I 
think I have figured out a solution that will work out for both of us... 

So, here’s what I am going to do. I am going to buy myself the rod and reel I 
want, that I deserve... and I am also going to get Kelleye some new wireless ear 
buds. And I am going to do both for just a little over $300.00.  

How you ask?  Well, after I buy the fishing rod and reel that I NEED, I’ll have 
about $30.00 left over, and I’m even gonna throw in another $10 of my hard-
earned money to get her the UPGRADE BLUETOOTH 5.0 EAR BUDS!!! 
And she’ll never know the difference! She’ll have NO IDEA they aren’t real Air 
Pods. I mean look! It even says these things have no “Dlay”! 

It’s not right is it? My wife works hard, she loves me, she is always looking out 
for my best interest, wants me to be happy, wants to see me succeed... She 
works hard! She works 40-50 hours a week, does countless things for her home 
and family, and then she still finds the time to serve our church week in and week 
out... 

Truth be told, she deserves more than some cheap knock-off Air Pods with two 
stars... 

And reality is that I will probably catch the same amount of fish with my current 
$40.00 rod and reel combo as I would if I had a $270.00 rod and reel combo... 



“Well PASTOR, it sure must be nice to have extra money lying around like that! 
I sure wish I could just go out and buy a pair of Air Pods or a Rod and Reel 
combo. Some of us don’t have that kind of money you know!” 

Yes, I know... And I think about it every time I answer the door to our office and 
listen to one person after another tell me how they need a gas card or a little 
money to make it through the week, while I stand their soaking up the smell of 
the cigarettes they just spent $6.00 a pack to buy... 

I also know that most of us have, get, or have the ability to have or get “the 
thing”, or “the things” we want when we really want them. Whether it’s a pet, a 
new phone, a car, a pedicure, a latte, or a trip to the Beach, or the Caribbean. 

Sarcastically... “Um, excuse me PASTOR, but you are very mistaken. Like, I 
don’t even have a job right now.... In fact, I have worked 5 different jobs in the 
past two months, and not one of them was a really a ‘good fit’ for me. What am I 
doing currently? Well, currently... I’m like, holding out for an upper management 
position to come open that, I like, asked God to open up for me? But I’m not, like, 
real sure where it is or what it will be... but I’m sure, like, God does...” 

If that is you, please understand that I say this in love... “WORK IS HARD! 
AND WORK TAKES WORK! YOU CAN’T JUST WAIT FOR GOD TO GIVE YOU 
A JOB... YOU HAVE TO GET OUT THERE AND LOOK FOR ONE TILL YOU 
FIND ONE. AND YOU HAVE TO KEEP WORKING! NO RESPECTIBLE 
ORGANIZATION WANTS TO HIRE SOMEONE WHO CANNOT KEEP A JOB 
FOR MORE THAN A FEW WEEKS OR A FEW MONTHS. THERE ARE 
HUNDREDS OF JOBS AVAILABLE OUT THERE, RIGHT NOW! IT MAY NOT BE 
YOU’RE DREAM JOB, BUT IT’S A JOB! AND WORKING A JOB BRINGS IN 
MONEY! SOME OF YOU NEED TO SUCK IT UP, QUIT MAKING EXCUSES, 
GET TO WORK, AND KEEP GOING TO WORK! Again, I say this in love... 

So, what’s my point? What am I wanting you to get out of what I’ve said thus far? 
What’s the “take home” for today? HERE IT IS... 

Just like my wife deserves more than a cheap pair of earbuds bought with the 
leftover money I would spend on myself after getting what I want, God deserves 
more than your leftovers. God deserves your “First Fruits”. 

Many of you, if not most of you, would say you LOVE Life Change Tullahoma! 
You love the worship, the fellowship, the way our church serves & loves on its 
community, and you even love the “get in your face, life-application preaching”. 
That’s great! God is, and has blessed LCCT! LCCT is a special place where God 
shows up week in and week out and moves in the hearts and lives of people. 



Personally, I love Life Change Tullahoma, and I come expecting God to do great 
things week in and week out, and He absolutely does! 

MINISTRY TAKES MONEY. I know that some of you don’t like to hear that, and 
cringe whenever the word money is mentioned in church. But here’s the thing... 
Here’s the “get in your face” reality... if we are going to reach Tullahoma and our 
surrounding communities with the hope and love that is Christ... if we are going 
to expand this ministry to a level that to this point has been unprecedented in this 
area, if we are going hire the best youth leaders, the best children’s leaders, the 
best staff to lead us in the days and years ahead... and if we are going to obtain 
the resources necessary to reach people from all background and across 
generational lines... WE (all of us) must make a concerted effort to give God 
our “first fruits” rather than our “leftovers”. 

Proverbs 3:9 
Honor the Lord with your wealth, with the first fruits of all your crops; then your 
barns will be filled to overflowing, and your vats will brim over with new wine. 
(Expand...) 

Over and over in scripture, God tells us that when we give, He will always give 
back... and He will give back till it overflows and spills out! The Bible is full of 
stories of those that gave sacrificially. And God blessed them, took care of their 
needs, and returned more to them then they had given.  

We are in this series titled, “Unshakeable Faith”, and we’ve looked at 
examples of people in scripture who lived out their faith despite impossible odds 
or circumstances, and we have talked about what faith is, and what it takes to 
live out our faith.... 

I truly believe that ONE, if not THE GREATEST ACT OF FAITH you can, and 
need to demonstrate on a regular basis (not just when you remember, feel like 
it, or when it’s comfortable) is to give financially to God’s church. And if you 
consider Life Change Tullahoma your church, you should be giving regularly to 
support and help further the ministry of Life Change.  

Our weekly budget needs for this year are $4200.00 a week, and $4200.00 is 
a “bare bones” budget for 2020. Staff salaries typically make up 50% or more 
of an average church’s budget. At LCCT, staff salaries make up 31.8% of our 
total annual budget.  

My point... when you give to LCCT, nearly 70% of your giving goes directly 
to ministry. Ministry that is, and will continue to change lives and offer hope in 
and around this mission field that you and I have been called to.  



In 2019, 80% of our giving came from about 15 people or family units. Can 
you imagine what we could do if more of us gave from our first fruits, rather than 
from our leftovers? 

Mark 12:41-44 
41 Jesus sat down opposite the place where the offerings were put and watched 
the crowd putting their money into the temple treasury. Many rich people threw in 
large amounts. 42 But a poor widow came and put in two very small copper coins, 
worth only a few cents (equal to one penny). 
43 Calling His disciples to Him, Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, this poor widow has 
put more into the treasury than all the others. 44 They all gave out of their wealth; 
but she, out of her poverty, put in everything—all she had to live on.” 

Here was a woman in need of receiving charity, yet she had a heart to give. Even 
though the amount was insignificant to most people. I mean, really, what could a 
widow’s mite buy? Nonetheless, she gave it in faith that God could and would 
use it. 

There’s one other point from this passage I don’t want you to miss... “but 
she, out of her poverty, put in everything—all she had to live on.”  She gave 
to God first! She gave before she had eaten, paid the bills, bought her Air Pods, 
or took a trip to the Beach or the Caribbean... You get the idea... 

When Kelleye and I began giving regularly to God and His church, it wasn’t 
comfortable. It was a leap of faith. But after years of giving over 10% of our 
annual income to God and His church, and seeing how He has blessed us 
beyond financially, I would be doing you a major disservice if I didn’t implore you, 
and encourage you to do the same. Giving financially takes great faith. But it also 
produces a great reward from the Lord. Giving has truly become a joy for us!  

Matthew 6:19-21 The words of Jesus 
19 “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths and vermin 
destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. 20 But store up for yourselves 
treasures in heaven, where moths and vermin do not destroy, and where thieves 
do not break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be 
also. 


