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I want to begin this morning by defining the five primary people groups in 
America when it comes to believing in God and/or Christ...  

THEISM - Belief in the existence of God. 
ATHEISM - Disbelief in the existence of God. 
PRACTICAL ATHEISM- Acting with apathy, disregard, or lack of interest toward 
any belief in God. 
CHRISTIAN - One who professes belief in Christ, and follows the teachings of 
Christ. 
CHRISTIAN ATHEISM - Believing in Christ but living as if He doesn’t exist. 

According to a recently released Gallop Poll, In 2005, 79% of Americans polled 
said that they were convinced that God exist. In 2018, only 64% of Americans 
said that they believe that God exist. It is estimated that the percentage of 
Americans who would say they believe God exist in 2020 is 60% or less. 

Based on this research, which matches up very closely with the research done 
by the Pew Research Center, 60% of Americans are Theist (those who would say 
they believe in God). Out of that 60%, Only 43% identify themselves as a 
Christian. Ten years ago, 51% percent of Americans identified themselves as 
Christians. And these numbers don’t even account for the number of people that 
truly believe in Christ and follow His teachings. 

The reality is that only one out of every 3 people in the United States are what we 
might deem as “practicing Christians”. And there is a good chance that that the 
one person who we would deem as a “practicing Christian” is in all reality a 
Christian Atheist. 

Christian Atheist are all around us. In fact, there are many people, some of 
which are in this room right now... some of which will view this message on 
Facebook or YouTube... That would say they believe in Christ, but their actions, 
their words, their lack of desire to grow in their understanding and faith in Christ, 
their lifestyle, the way they treat spouse, children, family, or friends... what they 
do when no one is looking, who they are when no one is looking, what they do 
and who they are even when others are looking... defines them as a Christian 
Atheist. 

CHRISTIAN ATHEIST – Someone who claims to believe in Christ, but they live 
as if He doesn’t exist. 



A TRUE CHRISTIAN... (Christian – “Little Christ”) is a person who has put faith 
and trust in Jesus Christ. A true Christian believes that Christ death on the cross 
paid their sin penalty. A true Christian believes that God raised Jesus from the 
dead, and in doing so, Christ defeated death and the power sin has over us. A 
true Christian is person who strives to be “Christ Like” in all they say, and all they 
do.  

But perhaps the most distinctive mark of a true Christian is that they put 
their faith in God! They trust God in all situations, and in all circumstances, 
believing that trusting in Him, and placing their faith in Him, will always bring 
about the best possible outcome. They trust that... THE ONE WHO CREATED 
IT ALL, THE ONE WHO SUSTAINS IT ALL, THE ONE WHO KNOWS WHAT 
THE BEST POSSIBLE OUTCOME IS, WILL PROVE FAITHFUL! 

In Matthew 15 verse 8 & 9, we find Jesus speaking to a group of Pharisees and 
teachers of religious law. These were people who claimed to be Godly. Yet, 
neither their words nor their actions supported what they claimed to believe. 

Matthew 15:8-9 (NLT) 
‘These people honor Me with their lips, but their hearts are far from Me. Their 
worship is a farce, for they teach man-made ideas as commands from God.’ 

Folks, when it comes to Jesus... when it comes to having an UNSHAKEABLE 
FAITH in Jesus that He can do anything, and that trusting Him WILL bring about 
the best possible outcome... you have to be “ALL IN”.  

Some you who grew up in church might remember the hymn. “I Surrender 
All”. (Expand...) 

Many of us know or quote Proverbs 3:5-6. However, if we were to rephrase it in 
the manner of which many of us live it out... It would go something like this... 

Proverbs 3:5-6 says, “Trust in the Lord with some of your heart, lean on your own 
understanding, 6 in some of your ways, acknowledge Him, and you can make 
your own paths straight. 

Here is what Proverbs 3:5-6 actually says... “TRUST IN THE LORD WITH ALL 
OF YOUR HEART, AND DO NOT LEAN ON YOUR OWN UNDERSTANDING; 6 
IN ALL YOUR WAYS SUBMIT TO HIM (have faith in Him), AND HE (God) WILL 
MAKE YOUR PATHS STRAIGHT. 

When we FULLY trust Him, when we FULLY submit to Him, He will lead us down 
the path that will bring about the best possible result and/or outcome.  



Let’s admit it... Trusting God is hard. Having Faith in God is hard. Many of us 
want to trust God, we want to have an unshakeable faith in God, but we also 
don’t want to be able to step in and control things just incase God falls asleep, is 
busy with someone else, or needs our help... 

Psalm 121 
1 I lift up my eyes to the mountains—where does my help come from? 
2 My help comes from the Lord, the Maker of heaven and earth. 
3 He will not let your foot slip—He who watches over you will not slumber; 
4 indeed, He who watches over Israel will neither slumber nor sleep. 
5 The Lord watches over you—the Lord is your shade at your right hand; 
6 the sun will not harm you by day, nor the moon by night. 
7 The Lord will keep you from all harm—He will watch over your life; 
8 the Lord will watch over your coming and going both now and forevermore. 

Hebrews 11:6 
Without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to 
Him must believe that He exists and that He rewards those who earnestly seek 
Him.  

Perhaps you have heard of Abraham. Sometimes referred to the Father of 
our Faith... 

• God called Abram to leave his homeland and to move to the land of 
Canaan at the age of 75 years young. God made a covenant with Abram, 
and told him that He would bless Him, make him famous, and that he and 
Sarai would have a son, and that through his son, God would bring 
blessing to many generations. 

• Abram and Sarai had no children, so they thought that perhaps one of his 
servants would become the heir to the promised covenant, which was 
custom in those days. However, God made it clear that He would give 
Abram and Sarai a son. 

• After many years of trying to have a son with Sarai, and Sarai not getting 
pregnant, Abram and Sarai agreed to try doing things THEIR WAY, rather 
than trusting that God would be faithful to His promise.  

• So, Sarai told Abram to sleep w her maidservant Hagar so he could have a 
child. Sure enough, Abram got Hagar pregnant and they named the child 
Ishmael.   

• This led to Sarai and Hagar being at odds, and a and host of other 
consequences including the beginning of what we now know as the 
Islamic (Muslim) Faith.  



• Muslims believe that because Ishmael was the firstborn of 
Abraham, Ishmael is the true heir of the promised covenant. They also 
believe that Ishmael is the forefather of Muhammad. 

• Because Abram and Sarai chose not to trust that God would prove 
faithful, they took matters into their own hands which led to the 
Islamic (Muslim) faith. 

• Thankfully, and in spite of Abrams and Sarai’s sin, God in His grace and 
mercy remained faithful to His promise, and at the age of 99 (Sarai was 
90), Sarai had a son to Abram named was Isaac. God proved faithful! 

Two things... 
1. We need to understand that when we place our faith in God, trusting that 

He will deliver, HE WILL DELIVER! However, he will deliver in His timing, 
not ours. 

2. Sometimes, in spite of the fact that we try to do things our way, God in His 
grace and mercy will still prove faithful. However, because we did not fully 
trust that God would be faithful, and we intervened in what would have 
been His perfect plan, there will oftentimes unfortunate consequences 
that stemmed from our lack of faith. Just like what happened when Abram 
and Sarai took matters into their own hands and decided to have Abram 
sleep with Hagar.  

As we begin to wrap things up, I want to share another part of Abraham’s story 
with you. It’s an incredible story! And this time, as you will see, Abraham had 
learned his lesson, as he fully trusted that God would prove faithful in a situation 
that personally... I can’t even begin to comprehend the amount of faith Abraham 
had to have had... 

Genesis 22:1-18  
Some time later God tested Abraham. He said to him, “Abraham!” 
“Here I am,” he replied. 2 Then God said, “Take your son, your only son, whom 
you love—Isaac—and go to the region of Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a burnt 
offering on a mountain I will show you.” 
3 Early the next morning Abraham got up and loaded his donkey. He took with 
him two of his servants and his son Isaac. When he had cut enough wood for the 
burnt offering, he set out for the place God had told him about. 4 On the third day 
Abraham looked up and saw the place in the distance. 5 He said to his servants, 
“Stay here with the donkey while I and the boy go over there. We will worship 
and then we will come back to you.” 
6 Abraham took the wood for the burnt offering and placed it on his son 
Isaac, and he himself carried the fire and the knife. As the two of them went on 
together, 7 Isaac spoke up and said to his father Abraham, “Father?” 
“Yes, my son?” Abraham replied.  



“The fire and wood are here,” Isaac said, “but where is the lamb for the burnt 
offering?” 8 Abraham answered, “God himself will provide the lamb for the burnt 
offering, my son.” And the two of them went on together. 
9 When they reached the place God had told him about, Abraham built an 
altar there and arranged the wood on it. He bound his son Isaac and laid him on 
the altar, on top of the wood. 10 Then he reached out his hand and took the 
knife to slay his son. 11 But the angel of the Lord called out to him from heaven, 
“Abraham! Abraham!” 
“Here I am,” he replied. 12 “Do not lay a hand on the boy,” he said. “Do not do 
anything to him. Now I know that you fear God, because you have not withheld 
from me your son, your only son.” 
13 Abraham looked up and there in a thicket he saw a ram caught by its horns. He 
went over and took the ram and sacrificed it as a burnt offering instead of his 
son. 14 So Abraham called that place The Lord Will Provide. And to this day it is 
said, “On the mountain of the Lord it will be provided.” 
15 The angel of the Lord called to Abraham from heaven a second time 16 and 
said, “I swear by myself, declares the Lord, that because you have done this and 
have not withheld your son, your only son, 17 I will surely bless you and make 
your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as the sand on the 
seashore. Your descendants will take possession of the cities of their 
enemies, 18 and through your offspring all nations on earth will be 
blessed, because you have obeyed me.” 

As a result of Abraham’s faith, God not only brought about the best possible 
outcome, God promised to bless Abraham and His descendants for His 
faithfulness.  

God is not only faithful, He rewards those who put their faith and trust in Him. 


