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Unshakeable Faith

Faith in the Fire 

Introduction

Has your faith ever been tested? 

There is not one person that faces a life without problems, some people are just better 
at hiding them than others.

John 16:33  These things I have spoken to you, so that in Me you may have 
peace. In the world you have tribulation, but take courage; I have overcome the 
world.”

Having faith does not eliminate problems in life. 

Unshakable faith does not demand based on our own conditions and timing but it 
waits on God’s perfect time.

And there are some mountains that God says, I’m not going to move it because I’ve 
given you the strength to climb this and overcome, and when you get to that 
mountaintop, it’s going to be for My glory. 

A Faith that has not been tested cannot be trusted.

It’s easy to have faith in God when everything is good, but when all hell breaks loose, 
our responses is, “God where are you?”

Your test is your testimony. 

The more tests you endure, the more your faith matures.

So often we want a faith that is unshakable simply, not because our faith is strong, but 
because don't face anything shaky. So, instead of desiring our faith to be strengthened, 
we are simply desiring that our problems be eliminated. 

Faith is seeing beyond your current reality. 

Often times we bow before the miracle even happens. We say, God deliver me! And 
when the circumstances around us don't change, we bow before we even make it into 
the fire. 

Unshakeable faith is not hiding our emotions and pain, it is resting on our firm 
foundation which is Christ. 
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Now that we've looked at what Unshakeable faith can be defined as, let’s see what it 
looks like when that faith is lived out.

Daniel 3

King Nebuchadnezzar made a gold statue, ninety feet high and nine feet wide. He 
set it up on the plain of Dura in the province of Babylon. 2 King Nebuchadnezzar 
sent word to assemble the satraps, prefects, governors, advisers, treasurers, 
judges, magistrates, and all the rulers of the provinces to attend the dedication of 
the statue King Nebuchadnezzar had set up. 3 So the satraps, prefects, 
governors, advisers, treasurers, judges, magistrates, and all the rulers of the 
provinces assembled for the dedication of the statue the king had set up. Then 
they stood before the statue Nebuchadnezzar had set up.

4 A herald loudly proclaimed, “People of every nation and language, you are 
commanded: 5 When you hear the sound of the horn, flute, zither,[b] lyre,[c] harp, 
drum,[d] and every kind of music, you are to fall facedown and worship the gold 
statue that King Nebuchadnezzar has set up. 6 But whoever does not fall down 
and worship will immediately be thrown into a furnace of blazing fire.

Now, let me set the scene of what exactly is happening here and let’s look at who is in 
that crowd of people.

Babylon had just invaded Jerusalem, and they took a group of men captive from 
Jerusalem who would then serve the king of Babylon, and among those men were 
Shadrach Meshach and Abednego. 

Now, those were names given to them by the Babylonians because their previous 
names had spiritual meanings associated with God, so they were renamed to honor the 
Pagan false gods of Babylon. In addition, the young men were put through an intense 
re-education process for three years, during which time they were taught the language, 
literature, and culture of the Babylonians before entering the king’s service. In other 
words, every possible effort was made to make them forget and forsake God. 

They were alone, and they were about to be faced with the greatest test of their faith 
imaginable. 

So, as we read above, the king has constructed a giant statue of himself, and he’s not 
only asking this crowd to bow in submission to him, but also to the Pagan false gods of 
Babylon, and Shadrach Meshach and Abednego find themselves here in this crowd. 

Most of us would probably expect them to just bow down.
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Faith Cannot be based on circumstances. 

Often times when our faith is tested, we bow before we even make it to the furnace and 
God never has the chance to deliver us.

Our Faith is not unshakeable because of anything WE do, but because of the God 
we put our faith in.

Faith isn't having all the answers or having some higher spiritual status, it is surrender 
and trusting God through all seasons and circumstances. 

So, they didn’t bow, here they are surrounded by babylonians and they are defiling their 
king and their gods before them all, and here comes the confrontation. 

8 Some Chaldeans took this occasion to come forward and maliciously accuse[e] 
the Jews. 9 They said to King Nebuchadnezzar, “May the king live forever. 10 You 
as king have issued a decree that everyone who hears the sound of the horn, 
flute, zither, lyre, harp, drum, and every kind of music must fall down and worship 
the gold statue. 11 Whoever does not fall down and worship will be thrown into a 
furnace of blazing fire. 12 There are some Jews you have appointed to manage 
the province of Babylon: Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. These men have 
ignored you, the king; they do not serve your gods or worship the gold statue you 
have set up.”

13 Then in a furious rage Nebuchadnezzar gave orders to bring in Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego. So these men were brought before the king. 
14 Nebuchadnezzar asked them, “Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, is it true 
that you don’t serve my gods or worship the gold statue I have set up? 15 Now if 
you’re ready, when you hear the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, drum, 
and every kind of music, fall down and worship the statue I made. But if you don’t 
worship it, you will immediately be thrown into a furnace of blazing fire—and who 
is the god who can rescue you from my power?”

16 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego replied to the king, “Nebuchadnezzar, we 
don’t need to give you an answer to this question. 17 If the God we serve exists, 
then he can rescue us from the furnace of blazing fire, and he can[f] rescue us 
from the power of you, the king. 18 But even if he does not rescue us,[g] we want 
you as king to know that we will not serve your gods or worship the gold statue 
you set up.” 

This is one of the boldest displays of faith that we see through scripture. When faced 
with eminent death, their faith never wavered. 
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Notice, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego say we know that could CAN rescue us. 
They never say that we will, only that He can. They continue to say even if he doesn't 
save them, He is still God and they will never bow.

Our Faith in God can’t be dependent upon our preferred outcome. 

They could have been killed in the furnace and they were prepared for that, but it didn't 
change their faith because it was unshakeable. They knew that even if they weren't 
going to be loosed from their chains there on earth, their chains would be forever 
broken as they entered eternity with Christ. 

Having faith doesn’t mean things will always work out how we want; it means we 
believe that God is faithful no matter the outcome. 

Even Jesus endured the suffering of this world. Our faith will always be tested and we 
will face trails and struggles, but we can know we will never be alone.

So, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego have just made the boldest stand imaginable. 
What happens next?

 Then Nebuchadnezzar was filled with rage, and the expression on his face 
changed toward Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. He gave orders to heat the 
furnace seven times more than was customary, 20 and he commanded some of 
the best soldiers in his army to tie up Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego and 
throw them into the furnace of blazing fire. 21 So these men, in their trousers, 
robes, head coverings,[h] and other clothes, were tied up and thrown into the 
furnace of blazing fire. 22 Since the king’s command was so urgent[i] and the 
furnace extremely hot, the raging flames[j] killed those men who carried 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego up. 23 And these three men, Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego fell, bound, into the furnace of blazing fire.

 Then King Nebuchadnezzar jumped up in alarm. He said to his advisers, “Didn’t 
we throw three men, bound, into the fire?”

“Yes, of course, Your Majesty,” they replied to the king.

25 He exclaimed, “Look! I see four men, not tied, walking around in the fire 
unharmed; and the fourth looks like a son of the gods.” 

Now, there is so much here that we could unpack, but i want to look at two main things 
that are given to us to apply to our personal lives.

Unshakable faith does not look on the problem alone, but it seeks to understand 
the purpose of God.
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What is the purpose of your furnace?

All the fire did was burn away the things that had them bound. God used the fire to 
loosen these men from ropes that held them. When the fires of persecution and 
affliction come into your life, remember the Lord is merely freeing you from some of the 
things that have had you bound in your life.

If we are honest with ourselves, we will have to admit that there are areas in our lives, in 
which we are in bondage. We are in bondage to our pride, egos, personal agendas, 
self-righteousness, Moreover, we are in bondage to our failures, fears, insecurities, low 
self-esteem, mistakes and loneliness. We are in bondage to seeking affirmation in the 
eyes of others. 

So when you are in that furnace, you are going to believe in faith that God isn’t trying to 
fry me he’s trying to free me. 

The second thing i want you to notice is this,

Only 3 men were thrown into the fire. When Nebuchadnezzar looked into the furnace, 
he saw 4 men walking around. When he called for the men to come out of the fire in 
verse 26, only 3 came out. What happened to the 4th man? He is still in the furnace. 
When you walk through the fire, you will find Him waiting for you.

So when life gets tough and the flames get hot, we know that the fourth man in the fire 
is walking with us every step of the way and as we walk through the fire, as we climb 
that mountain, as we cross that raging sea, He is with us. 

So, your faith isn't unshakable because of how strong you are, but because of how 
strong He is. 

That doesn't mean you won’t doubt or have fears, but it means when you don't 
understand the craziness of life, you’re going place your hand in His and say God I can’t 
do it alone. 
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