
Back to the Future 
Sunday, July 11, 2021 

 
Set up the scene... Marty McFly and his friend Doc Brown travel into the 
future in a time machine so that they can prevent Marty’s son from hurting 
the future of McFly's family. While in the future (October 21, 2015), Marty 
has the brilliant idea of buying a sports almanac that shows the results of 
every sporting event from 1950 to 2000. His plan was to bring the almanac 
back to 1985 which would in-turn give him the ability to gamble and win on 
any and every sporting event from 1985 to 2000. He purchased the book, 
but his plan backfired as “old Biff” stole the book from Marty and took it 
back to “young Biff” in 1955. Young Biff used the almanac to build his 
“empire” which had a huge negative impact on the town of Hill Valley. This 
led Marty and Doc Brown to go back to 1955 to steal the book back from 
young Biff so that the future would remain as unchanged as possible. 
 
In the scene you are about to see, Marty McFly has been transported to a 
future in which Biff use the Sports Almanac to alter the future for his own 
personal gain.  

 
Back to the Future Movie Clip – Biff’s World 
 
Do you ever wish you could go back and change something in your past? I 
know I do... 
 
Sometimes I wish I could go back and talk to the young man I used to be. I 
would like to think that if he knew the consequences that some of his 
choices would bring, he might have made better choices.  
 
And to be totally transparent, there were times when people tried to speak 
into my life to help me make good choices. Did I listen? Unfortunately, not 
nearly as often as I should have... 
 
But I was right! I knew what was best for me! I knew what the best 
choice was! Yeah, right! 
 
Yes, I’ve made some poor choices over the years. And there are a few I 
would go back and change if I could... but I can’t. And neither can you. 
 



As much as we all might like to have a “re-do” when it comes to some of 
the choices we have made in the past, we cannot go back and change 
what’s already been done. However, there are things you and I can do... 
 

1. Learn from the past. (Don’t repeat past mistakes) 
 
Proverbs 3:5-6 
Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own 
understanding; 6 in all your ways submit to Him, and He will make your 
paths straight.  

 
2. Seek out and LISTEN to people that make good choices. (People 

whose lives reflect the good choices they make) 
 
Proverbs 12:15 
The way of fools seems right to them, but the wise listen to advice. 

 
3. Error on the side of caution. (rather than taking an unnecessary 

risk or making a mistake) 
 
Romans 12:2 
Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the 
renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what 
God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will. 

 
4. Choose to make better choices. (Decide today who you want to be) 
 
Galatians 6:8 
Whoever sows to please their flesh, from the flesh will reap 
destruction; whoever sows to please the Spirit, from the Spirit will reap 
eternal life. 

 
Good, bad, or ugly, my choices have brought me to where I am today. And, 
as crazy as it sounds, life is pretty good! 
 
Am I saying, “It’s ok if you make poor choices because life will turn 
out ok anyway!” No, I am not saying that. What I am saying is that God, 
in His grace, has used my past (poor choices and all), to teach me how to 
become a man that seeks after Him, and that places Him first.  
And the result: BLESSING! 



How has God blessed me? 
 
God has blessed me with an incredible wife, two healthy children, a 
grandson that I just can’t get enough of, loving parents, an incredible 
church family that God in His grace allows me to lead and be a part of. A 
house, two dogs, one cat, and one guinea pig... And I could literally go on 
and on! 
 
You might say, “Well, I don’t I have all of that!” or “Why don’t I have a pet 
guinea pig?” 
 
That’s not the point! The point is that in spite of my past... in spite of my 
mistakes... in spite of my failures, God has been faithful. And He’s been 
faithful to you as well! 
 
Here’s the thing... I don’t know that I would be the man I am today without 
the mistakes of my past. I don’t know that I would be the man I am today 
without the trials that I’ve gone through. And I am certain I would not be the 
pastor I am today if God had not allowed me to experience failure, to be 
tested by trials, and to be broken. And then to experience time and time 
again God’s love, grace, and restoration.  
 
You see, God has used everything in my past (the good, bad, and 
ugly) to shape me and mold me into the man I am today. And even if I 
wanted to change my past, I can’t. This is real life! There is no time 
machine, no flux capacitor, no going back, and no “re-do’s”. 
 
However, there is today, and Lord willing there will be a tomorrow. You can 
look back at your past and see yourself as a failure with a ton of regret, or 
you can allow God to use your past, your trials, your failures, and your 
mistakes as teaching tools that He can and will use to shape you and mold 
you into the person He has created you to be. 
 
God has a plan for your life! And He is in the restoration business. I mean, 
look at some of the people in scripture that God used... 
 
Abraham – The Father of Many Nations. (Didn’t trust that God would give 
Him a son) Expand... 
 



David – A man after God’s own heart. (Took another man’s wife, had him 
killed) Expand... 
 
The Apostle Paul – Wrote 13 books of the New Testament and spent the 
majority of his life starting churches and preaching the gospel. (But at one 
time he hated Christian’s and had them killed) Expand... 
 
The Woman at the Well – A provocative woman to say the least. She 
meets Jesus at the well and believes He is the Son of God. And the 
scripture tells us that many Samaritans believed and were saved because 
of her testimony.  
 
And there are many modern-day people that are no longer defined by 
their past because of having Christ in their lives. Some of these include 
Tom Hanks, Jane Fonda, Kirk Cameron, George Foreman, Drew Brees, 
Chuck Norris, MC Hammer, Alice Cooper, Stephen Baldwin, Carrie 
Underwood, Faith Hill and Tim McGraw, Denzel Washington, Nick Jonas, 
and many, many more... 
 
You can’t change the past, but God can both forgive you of you past 
and use your past to shape and mold you into the very best version of 
you that he created you to be.  
 
Jeremiah 29:11 
For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to 
prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. 
 
Philippians 4:12-13 
I have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation, 
whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want. 13 I can do all 
this through him who gives me strength. 
 
Philippians 3:13-14 
Brothers and sisters, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. 
But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is 
ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has 
called me heavenward in Christ Jesus. 
 
WRAP UP/CONCLUSION... 
 



• Prayer 
• Response Song 
• Announcements... 

 
GIVING/OFFERING 
 

• THIS WEEK! Monday, July 12 - Friday, July 16 - VBS! 6:00 - 8:00 @ LCCT! 
• Friday, July 23 @ 6:00 – Women’s Ministry Potluck and Games. Register via the APP 
• Friday, July 30 @ 6:00 – Young Adult (18-35) Cookout and Shrimp Boil on the Farm 
• Wednesday, August 4 @ 6:00 - Water Baptism Class. Register via the LCCT APP 
• Sunday, August 8 @ 12:30 - Lunch and Learn with the Pastor 
• Sunday, September 8th @ 5:30 - Youth Discipleship Groups (D-Groups) 

 
Stay in the loop regarding all things happening at Life Change Tullahoma by downloading LCCT’S CHURCH 
CENTER APP! Download the app today via the iPhone App Store or Google Play. 
LCCT Food Pantry & Benevolence Ministry. Tuesday from 3:30-5:00.  
RightNow Media - Text “RightNow LCCT” to 41411 to join. 
LCCT APP via CHURCH CENTER APP! Download the app today for iPhone or Android. 
LCCT Texting 24/7 @ (931) 488-8200 

 

BE THE CHURCH!! 
 
 
 


